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part to depend. If time were a real entity,
no doubt we might conceive it as existing alone
for ages before any further creation. But if
it is either subjective only, or a relation as to
sequence and change, common to all creatures,
conscious or unconscious, thinking or devoid of
thought, then the conception of a beginning of
time must be possible, and will clearly involve
no contradiction. How can a relation exist
apart from things between which it is a rela-
tion ? But it mny still be urged that, wherever
we place the beginning, at whatever distance,
we can conceive of its being placed farther
back. Does not this prove that tlie impression
of an infinite pant is spontaneous and irresis-
tible?

A little careful thought will supply a full
answer to this objection. Assuming that'there
was a beginning, and that its existence results
necessarily from the fact of creation, and the
nature of derived and dependent being, then
time before this beginning must bo impossible,
and an essential contradiction. But since the
actual distance of the present time from that
"beginning1 is finite, it follows that all shorter
intervals have occurred, and that every greater
intorval is possible to occur, and will be realized
in BUccoHsum. Clearly then, if the true interval